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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 7-9 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Howell et al. (U.S. 5,276,901). 

Claim 1: Howell et al. teaches a method for "providing access privileges to records of 
^members of a community" {[title and abstract) comprising the steps^f: v> ; 

"...assigning and generating relationships of a member of a community..." (col. 5, lines 38- 

42); 

" automatically providing access privileges to the to the records of the member based on 
the relationship... "(col. 6, lines 50-52); 

"storing additional assignments... and during pendency of the additional assignment, 
automatically providing ...disparate access privileges" (col 4, lines 26-47, and claim 1 (col. 7), 
note: "disparate access privileges" are determined by the various access levels provided for in the 
reference). 



Application/Control Number: 08/920,433 
Art Unit: 2765 



Page 3 



Claim 2: "...limited access privileges to records..." (col. 4, lines 40-45, note: by 
designating "clearance levels" the system "limits access privileges" to records). 

Claim 7: Howell et al. teaches a "method of storing relationships between members of a 
community" (col. 6, lines 50-52, "user has an affiliation with another user") comprising: 

"storing a first assignment... to a first position... storing a second assignment.. . storing a 
third assignment... "(col. 3, lines 25-37). 

Claim 8: the method further comprising the step of "automatically providing the first 
manager position with at least a portion of the access privileges...." (col. 4, lines 40-45, note: by 
-designating "clearance levels" the systeB^can provide a "gpijion of the access privilqggs" to 
records and see fig. 4). 

Claim 9: the method further comprising "automatically providing the first manager 
position with fixll access privileges" (col. 4, lines 40-45, note: by designating "clearance levels" the 
system can provide a "full access privileges" to records and see fig. 4). 

Claim 13: Howell et al. teaches a "system for providing access privileges to records" (title 
and abstract) comprising: 
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"a plurality of allowed types of assignments of members of a community..." (col. 2, lines 

27-33); 

"a record of assignments. (Fig. 2, note: the general user of the "access control list" 
records the assignments of each user to each record); 

"disparate access privileges..." (col. 4, lines 26-47, and claim 1 (col. 7)). 

Claim 14: "allowed assignments include assignments between positions" (col. 6, lines 50- 
52, the "affiliations" determine which positions are "allowed"). 

Claim 15: "temporary relationships are associated with limited access privileges" (figs. 2 
and 4, note: access privileges 'can be assigned and reassigned, allowing for the use of the 
assignments for "temporary relationships"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 3-6 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Howell et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Meyer (HRMagazine article 
"Visual guidance system steers Windows-based HRIS", Feb. 1994). 

Howell et al. teach a method for "providing access privileges to records" (title and 
abstract) as rejected in claims 1 and 7 above, however, Howell et al. does not specifically recite 
the use of providing access privileges in a human resources management environment (specifically 
for the management of "administrative records" and "personnel records" for "employees" as 
recited in claims 3-6 and 10-12). 

Meyer's article does discuss the application of computer methods to the human resources 
management environment and specifically addresses the use of "access privileges" (numbered 
paragraph 12 of the article). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the applicant's invention to combine the method for providing access privileges to records 
into the human resources environment because the sensitive and private nature of human 
resources records makes access control a central issue. By controlling access privileges to 
records, the privacy of sensitive employee data can be guaranteed. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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U.S. patents by Fabbio (5,335,346), Dauerer et al. (5,469,576), Baker et al. 
(5,678,041),Thuraisingham et al. (5,694,590), Deo (5,720,033), Parker et al. (5,729,734), and 
Schaefer et al. (5,826,268) are included for the applicant's information. In addition, U.S. patent 
by Bass et al. (5,870,733) teaches a method and system for providing access to data based on 
associations between managers and accessors. 

Two 1994 articles on the problem of protecting human resources records and access 
privileges have been provided, along with an additional reference on FLX Corp.'s Visual HR and 
two articles describing a related product, "Employease." 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michele Crecca whose telephone number is (703) 305-0438. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees supervisor, 
Allen MacDonald, can be reached at (703) 305-9708. 

The fax number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 2700 is (703) 308-9051 
or 9052. Draft or Informal faxes for this Art Unit can be submitted to (703) 308-5357. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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